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WAMBERAL PUBLIC SCHOOL

POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR STUDENT ACCESS TO THE INTERNET

INTRODUCTION

Wamberal Public School currently has 24-hour access to the Internet via an ISDN link. The Internet access comes via the Department of Education & Training's Intranet- a strictly vetted web connection. All data that passes to the screen via the World Wide Web is filtered by the Department's Service Provider .Through this medium all schools can be connected to thousands of computers all over the world.  This technology can promote educational excellence and breathe new life and excitement into the educational experience.

ACCEPTABLE USE OF THE INTERNET.

The primary purpose of the school's Internet connection is educational.
It is essential that everyone who uses this connection understand this purpose.

With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material that may not be considered appropriate in the classroom.  On a global network it is impossible to control all materials. Therefore children using the Internet have certain responsibilities regarding its appropriate use.

Students have to take responsibility for good behaviour on the Internet just as they have to in classrooms and the playground. General school rules for behaviour and communications apply.

What are the rules?

*
Permission - Students will not access the Internet without first asking the supervising teacher's permission.

*
E-mail - Students are not permitted to access the school's email account.  Nor are they permitted to set up private e-mail accounts from the school network.

*
Privacy - Students are not permitted to give out personal information across the Internet.

*    Flash Drives- Students must not copy any data to or from their own memory/ flash drives to the school network or school computers.
*
Illegal copying -- Users must never download or install any commercial software, shareware, or freeware onto network drives or disks, unless they have permission from the Network Administrator.
·  Students must not copy other people's work or intrude into other people's files.

*
Inappropriate materials or language -- Profane, abusive or impolite language must not be used to communicate nor should materials be accessed which are not in line with the rules of school behaviour.

Breaches of these rules will lead to computer or Internet use being withdrawn as well as other general school misbehaviour actions.
A good rule to follow is never view, send, or access materials, which you would not want your teachers and parents to see.  Should students encounter such material by accident, they must report it to their teacher immediately. Students must therefore not make use of materials or attempt to find materials, which would be unacceptable in a school setting.

· No student should ever be pressured to send on an email to other students even if requested to do so.  This is a constant message given to our students at school.

· It would also be advisable that you as a parent continually speak to your child about what they are doing on the home computer and whom they are in contact with.  

· No student should EVER give their personal password to another child, even if they believe the other child is trustworthy.

PERMISSION FORM 
Wamberal Public School is pleased to offer students supervised use of its computer network for access to the Internet.  To gain access to the Internet, all students must obtain parental permission as verified by the signatures on the accompanying form.
Should a parent prefer that a student not have Internet access, use of the computers is still possible for Computer Studies purposes such as Word Processing, Web Design, Presentations and use of Educational Software Programs.

